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To Whom It May Concern:
| am writing in response to the State Board of Nursing's proposed rulemaking, 16A-5145 (CRNA).

| have been a CRNA for almost 10 years, a nurse for almost 20. My roles and responsibilities are significantly greater as a CRNA. CRNAs are
educated in the same way as APRNs but do not receive the same credentials in the state of Pennsylvania. After years of working in ICUs and
rigorous schooling to obtain [now] doctorate degrees, we deserve to be recognized in the eyes of the law.

This rulemaking finally recognizes and licenses CRNAs as intended under Act 60 of 2021. The rulemaking solidifies the scope of practice for
CRNAs to administer anesthesia in cooperation with and under the overall direction of licensed physicians, podiatrists, and dentists, while
setting licensing fees and certification standards.

Pennsylvania is among the top draws nationally for CRNA students, with 15 highly rated nurse anesthetist programs operating across the
commonwealth. Many graduates do not stay in PA due to the lack of recognition we receive. With these regulations, Pennsylvania is doing
the right thing by strengthening existing CRNA programs and supporting the highly qualified professionals these programs produce.

In today's changing health-care environment, patients want health care delivered with personal care, at a lower cost, with a high degree of
confidence. CRNAs deliver all of these by staying with their patients throughout the entire procedure and ensuring that the whole of the
patient is cared for --- physically, mentally and emotionally.

For all these reasons, | urge support for the proposed rulemaking. | appreciate all the work that has gone into finally giving CRNAs the
recognition they deserve. Thank you for your time and attention to this matter.

SINCERELY,

H. Alexis Pepe MSN, CRNA
1118 Orleans Rd
Cheltenham, PA 19012
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